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Communi fenfu plane caret. Hor. 


been more s contician in almoft every 

relation of life, than the illuftrious fa- 

mily of Nonsense. In every age of 

the world they have fhone forth with 

a uncommon luftre, and have made a 

wonderful progrefs in all the Arts and Sciences. They 
have at different feafons delivered fpeeches from the 
throne, harangued at the bar, debated in _ parlia- 
ment, and gone amazing lengths in philofophical enqui- 
ries and metaphyfical difquifitions. In a word, the whole 
hiftory of the world, moral and political, is but a Cych- 
pedia of Nonsense. For which reafon, confidering 
the dignity and importance of the family, and the infinite 
fervice it has been of to me and many of my cotemporaries, 


I have 
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I have refolved to oblige the public with a kind of abftrac 
of the Hiftory of NonsENSE. 


NonseENSE was the daughter of Icnor ance, begot 
on FALSEHOOD many ages ago in a dark cavern in 
BororT 1A. As fhe grew up, fhe inherited all the qualities 
of her parents: fhe difcovered too warm a genius to re- 
quire being fent to {chool; but while other dull brats were 
poring over an horn-book, fhe amufed herfelf with 
fpreading fantaftical lies, taught her by her mamma, and 
which have in later ages been familiarly known to us 
under the names of Sham, Banter, and Humbug. When 
fhe grew up, fhe received the addreffes, and foon became 
the wife, of ImpupDENCE. Whohe was, or of what 
profeffion, is uncertain: Some fay he was the fon of 
IGNORANCE by another venter, and was fuffered to 
become the hufband of NonseENsE in thofe dark ages 
of the world, as the Ptolemies of Aigypt married their 
own fifters. Some record, that he was in the army ; 
others, that he was an interpreter of the laws ; and others, 
a divine. However this was, NONSENSE and Im- 
PU DENCE were foon infeparably united to each other, 
and became the founders of a more noble and nume- 
rous family, than any yet preferved on any tree of 
defcent whatfoever ; of which ingenious device they were 
faid to have been the firft inventors. 


It is my chief intent at prefent to record the great 
exploits of that branch of the family, who have made 
themfelves remarkable in England; though they began 
to fignalize themfelves very early, and are ftill 
very flourifhing in moft parts of the world. Many of 
them were Egyptian Priefts four thoufand years ago, 
and told the people, that it was religion to wor- 
fhip dogs, monkeys, and green leeks: and their defcen- 
dants prevailed on the Greeks and Romans to build tem- 


ples in honour of fuppofed deities, who were, in their 
own 
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own eftimation of them, whores and whore-mongers, 
pickpockets and drunkards. Others rofe up fome ages 
after in Turky, and perfuaded the people to embrace 
the doctrine of bloodfhed and the f{word, iz the name 
of the moft merciful God: and others have manifefted 
their lineal defcent from NoNnseNse and Impu- 
DENCE, by affirming that there is no God at all. 
There were alfo among them many fhrewd philofophers ; 
fome of whom, though they were racked with a fit of 
the ftone, or laid up with a gouty toe, declared that 
they felt not the leaft degree of pain; and others 
would not truft their own eyes, but‘when they faw an 
horfe or a dog, could not tell whether it was not a chair 
or a table, and even made a doubt of their own exiftence. 


We have no certain account of the progrefs of No n- 
sENSE here in England, till after the Reformation. 
All we hear of her and her progeny before that period of 
time is, that they led a lazy life among the monks in 
cloyfters and convents, dreaming over old legends of 
faints, drawing up breviaries and mafs-books, and ftring- 
ing together fome barbarous Lafen verfes in rhyme. In 
the days of Queen Elizabeth, {o little encouragement 
was given to her family, that it feemed to have been 
almoft extin&t: but in the fucceeding reign it flourifhed 
again, and filled the moft confiderable offices in the. 
nation. Nonsense became a great favourite at court, 
where fhe was highly carefled on account of her wit, 
which confifted in puns and quibbles; and the bonny 
monatch himfelf was thought to take a more than or- 
dinary delight in her converfation. At this time, many of 
her progeny took orders, and got themfelves preferred to 
the beft livings, by turning the Evangelifts into pun- 
fters, and making St. Paul quibble from the pulpit. 
Among the reft, there was a bifhop, a favourite fon of 
NonsENnsE, of whom it is particularly recorded, that he 
ufed to tickle his courtly audience, by telling them that 
matrimony 
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matrimony was become a matter of money, with many other 
right reverend jefts recorded in ‘foe Miller. Several bro- 
thers of this family were likewife bred to the bar, and 
very gravely harangued againft old women fucked by 
devils in the fhape of ram-cats, Ge. As an inftance 
of their profound wifdom and fagacity, I need only men- 
tion that juft and truly pious act of parliament made 
againft the crying fin of witchcraft. 1 fac. 1.chap. 12. 
Such as fhall ufe invocation or conjuration of any evil fpirit, 
or fhall confilt, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or 
reward any evil fpirit to any intent, or take up any dead 
perfon, or part thereof, to be ufed in witchcraft, or have ufed 


any of the faid arts ,whereby any perfon fhall be killed, confumed, 


or lamed in bis or her body, they, together with their ac- 
ceffories before the fact, fhall fuffer as felons, without benefit 
of clergy. 


In the troublefome times of King Charles the firft, 
Nonsense and her family fided with the Parliament. 
Thefe fet up new feds in religion: fome of them cropt 
their hair fhort, and called themfelves the enlightened ; fome 
fell into trances, and pretended to fee holy vifions; while 
others got into tubs, and held forth, with many whinings, 
and groans, and {nuffling through the nofe. In the merry 
days of King Charles the fecond, NonsEN SE affumed 
a more gay and libertine air; and her progeny, from fana- 
tics, became downright infidels. Several courtiers of the 
family wrote lewd plays, as well as lufcious love-fongs, 
and other loofe verfes, which were collected together, and 
greedily bought up in mifcellanies. In the - fucceeding 
reign, fome of the kindred, who had received their edu- 
cation at St. Omers, thought themfelves on the point of 
eftablifhing Nonsense in church and ftate, and were 
preparing to make bonfires on the occafion in Smithfield, 
when they were obliged to leave the kingdom. 


Since the Revolution, the field of Politics has afforded 
large fcope for Nonsense and her family to make 
themfelves 
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themfelves remarkable. Hence arofe the various fects 
in party, diftinguifhed by the names of Hig and Tory, 
Minifterial and ‘facobite, Sunderlandians, Oxfordians, Go- 
dolphinians, Bolingbrokians, Walpelians, Pelkaimians, ©e. 
&c. Gc. names, which have kindled as hot a war in 
pamphlets and journals, as the Gwelphs and Grdilines in 
Italy, or the Big and Little-Endians in the kingdom of 


Lilliput. 


I have here endeavoured to give a fhort abridgement 
of the Hiftory of Nonsense; though a very {mall part 
of the exploits of the family can be included in fo com- 
pendious a chronicle. Some of them were very deep {cho- 
lars, and filled the Profeffors’ Chairs at the Univerfities. 
They compofed many elaborate difiertations to convince 
the world, that two and two make four; and difcovered 
by dint of fyllogifm, that white is not black. Their 
enquiries in Natural Philofophy were no lefs extraordi- 
nary: many fpent their lives and their fortunes in at- 
tempting to difcover a wonderful Stone, that fhould turn 
every bafer metal into gold; and others employed them- 
felves in making artificial wings, by the help of which they 
fhould fly up into the world of the moon. Another 
branch of the family took to the Belles Lettres, and were 
the original founders of the learned Society of Grud- 
Street. 


Never was any zra in the annals of NonsENSE more 
illuftrious than the prefent; nor did that noble family 
ever more fignally diftinguith itfelf in every occupation. 
In Oratory, who are greater proficients than the progeny 
of Nonsense? Witnefs many long and. eloquent 
fpeeches delivered in St. Stephen's Chapel, in We/iminfler 
Hall, at Aflizes and Quarter-Seflions, at Clare- Market, 
and the Robin-Hood.—In Philofophy, what marvellous 
things have not been proved by Nonsense? The 
fometime Profeflor of Aftronomy at Grefham College 
fhewed Sir J/aac Newton to be a mere afs, and wire- 


Vol. Il. sE drawed 
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drawed the books of Mofés into a complete fyftem of 
Natural Philofophy: Life-guard-men have with the ut- 
moft certainty of Nonsense foretold Earthquakes ; and 
others have penned curious eflays on Air-quakes, Water- 
quakes, and Comets. —In Politics, how iuccefsfully have 
the fons of Nonsense bandied about the terms of 
Court and Country ? How wifely have they debated upon 
Taxes; and with what amazing penetration did they but 
lately forefee an Invafion ?—In Religion, their domain is 
particularly extenfive: for, though NoNsENSE is ex- 
cluded at leaft from the firft part of the fervice in all 
regular churches, yet fhe often occupies the whole cere- 
mony at the Tabernacle and Foundery in Moorfields, and 
the Chapel in Long-Acre. But for the credit of fo po- 
lite an age, be it known, that the children of Non- 
SENSE, who are many of them people of fafhion, are as 
often feen at the Play-houfe as at Church: and it is 
fomething ftrange, that the family of NonsENsE is 
now divided againft itfelf, and in high conteft about the 
management of their favourite amufement—the Opera. 


T 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, atthe Rofe in Pater nofer-Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 





